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1. INTRODUCTION
The Hamptons of Medicine Hat, hereby referred to as “The Hamptons”, is a master 
planned residential community located in the City of Medicine Hat, Alberta. Phase 2D 
of The Hamptons is comprised of 17 Single Family residential lots.

Lansdowne Equity Ventures Ltd., the Developer, has commissioned IBI Group to be 
the Architectural Coordinator of this phase. Builders must use these Architectural 
Guidelines to foster a heritage theme across the development. These guidelines embody a 
quality architectural theme of Old Country Prairie Heritage

The Hamptons is the first architecturally controlled residential real estate development 
in Medicine Hat. The result is a better neighbourhood and higher retained values for 
residents. 

2. VISION
The vision for The Hamptons is a community that has distinctive architecture, 
appropriate to and harmonious with Medicine Hat’s heritage and setting. The goal in 
The Hamptons is architecture that draws on the best of the Old Country Prairie Heritage 
while addressing the needs of contemporary living. Other Architectural styles, such 
as Contemporary and Prairie may be approved at the discretion of the Architectural 
Coordinator and Developer. These Architectural Guidelines are intended to achieve this 
goal. 

The quality of the development is ensured through the implementation of The Hamptons 
Architectural Guidelines. The Architectural Guidelines set forth architectural and 
landscape elements required by each homesite. These guidelines will protect not only 
the integrity of the development but also the purchasers’ investment in the community. 
They have been prepared to promote a high level of architectural detail, ensure pleasing 
building form, and offer attractive landscapes and site buildings to take advantage of 
views and amenities.
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3. ZONING REGULATIONS
Development and construction of The Hamptons is governed by the City of Medicine 
Hat Land Use Bylaw (#4168). All lots in Phase 2D will fall under the R-LD Low Density 
Residential District and must comply with these regulations. The Architectural 
Coordinator will complete a review of all house plans to ensure compliance. An 
“Approved” stamp must be issued prior to the purchaser submitting a building permit 
application to the City. All construction must comply with the current Land Use Bylaw 
and Alberta Building Code. Construction may only begin upon receipt of a Building 
Permit from the City and a Grade Slip from the Architectural Coordinator. Conformity 
with the Design Guidelines does not supersede the required City approval process.

3.1 Accessory Buildings
Accessory buildings may be constructed at the discretion of the Land Use Bylaw. If 
approved, the finishing material should be consistent with the approved house.

3.2 Required Development Setbacks
Development setbacks will be as per the City of Medicine Hat Land-Use ByLaw 
referenced in Section 6.2 - Low Density Residential District (R-LD). Please see Appendix 
B.

3.3 Density and Floor Areas
The permitted minimum floor area for each homesite, excluding the garage and 
basement, is as follows:

Bungalows and Bi-Levels - 1,200 sq. ft.

Two-storey and Split Levels - 1,380 sq. ft.

Please note that a 10% relaxation may be granted on the minimum square footage if the 
building has adequate massing and architectural style. This relaxation will be reviewed 
on a lot by lot basis.

3.4 Site Coverage
The maximum Site Coverage required is 45% of the area of a Site (including both the 
Principal Building and Accessory Buildings)
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4. ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN
4.1 Architectural Theme
The architectural theme for the Hamptons will be Old Country 
Prairie Heritage to complement the existing heritage of 
Medicine Hat. The predominant characteristics of the homes 
are moderate to steep-pitched roofs with second storey 
dormers. Some lots will offer the opportunity for side drive 
garages. The design of the homes should contain enough 
variety to create interest, yet at the same time achieve a 
balanced harmony of forms, colours and themes.

Typical Design Elements: 

• A variety of wall lines and roof lines

• Added detailing on exposed elevations

• Steep roof pitches

• Moderate use of stone or brick

• Garage & garage door detailing

• A high level of Architectural detailing on doors and windows

• Horizontal Siding 

• High quality exterior finishes

• Driveway detailing

The Developer and the Architectural Coordinator reserve the right to accept home 
designs which, in the opinion of the Architectural Coordinator, meet the Guidelines set 
out herein in all respects, if, in the opinion of the Architectural Coordinator, the design 
is acceptable. Furthermore, the Developer and the Architectural Coordinator reserve the 
right to alter or make amendments to the Architectural Guidelines at any time without 
notice.

The Architectural Guidelines that are in effect at the date of the execution of the 
purchase and sale agreement for the lot shall be used for the design approval and costing 
of the home.
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4.2 Massing
The minimum roof pitch allowed is 4:12, though steeper roof pitches will be encouraged. 
The intent is to provide an overall site composition of sloped roofs while allowing for 
an expression of uniqueness for individual residences and the internal functions of 
each house. Roof pitches may be approved with a more shallow pitch when there is a 
possibility of hindering window placement but only if the roofline is parallel to the 
street. Special attention must be given to the exterior side elevations of homes located on 
corner lots. 

Modified roof pitches may be considered for bungalows on the merits of the building 
plan, elevation and relationship to adjacent home designs, provided all other 
architectural requirements are met or exceeded.

All homes in The Hamptons Phase 2D are to include a double front garage, as a 
minimum. In designing homes with a front drive garage, the impact of protrusion in 
front of the house should be reduced.  This can be accomplished by setting the garage 
flush with the front of the home or veranda. Alternatively, the front of the garage must be 
a maximum of 6.0m(20 feet) from the front wall of the house if, the level of architectural 
detailing down the garage wall is increased such as a stone return to the entry and 
addition of a window along the garage wall. A protrusion of no more than 3.0m is 
encouraged. The use of a covered porch or veranda is encouraged to soften the impact of 
the garage.

Three storey uninterrupted vertical elevations will NOT be accepted under any 
circumstances. Long blank walls, as may be found on triple garages, must be detailed 
with windows or architectural trim, to reduce the impression of length and height, and 
by offsetting the garages.
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4.3 Lot Grading
Lot grading must follow the natural slope of the land and is to be consistent with the 
subdivision grading plan. Builder’s should give due consideration to building grades 
when determining house types in order to assure that an appropriate house is located 
on each homesite. Lot slopes should be absorbed within the building massing as much 
as possible. Builders must also pay close attention to drainage patterns created on the 
homesites in order to ensure surface water is channelled away from the house on all sides 
and into adjacent drainage swales and storm water systems.

Builders must ensure that all of the corner and quarter point elevations, as established by 
the development engineer, be maintained exactly as specified.

Builders are responsible for maintaining the design grades at the homesite corners, 
property lines, house corners and garage slabs. A qualified third party surveyor 
MUST survey top of footing elevations, and design grades off the Building Grade Plan. 
Any errors noted, must be submitted to the Architectural Coordinator immediately 
following the survey. Construction of the home cannot continue unless the Architectural 
Coordinator has approved these changes. 

Individual lot grading (including drainage swales and retaining walls) must be 
completed within individual homesite property lines.

4.3.1 Lot Grading Approval Process

Once the home is complete, the builder must follow this approval process prior to 
homeowner possession: 

1. An as-built grade plan prepared by a surveyor which compares as-built grades to 
the approved design grades must be submitted and approved by Lansdowne Equity 
Ventures Ltd. 

2. If any of the as-built grades are not within the required tolerances, the builder is 
required to fix the grades and complete a new survey showing the correct as-built 
grades. 

3. Once the as-built grades have been approved by Lansdowne Equity Ventures Ltd., 
they will prepare a letter and send to the builder stating the grades have been 
approved.

4. Once the builder has received the letter of approval, they can apply for a Compliance 
Certificate from the City of Medicine Hat.

5. Once the builder has received the Compliance Certificate from the City of Medicine 
Hat, they must forward a copy to Lansdowne Equity Ventures Ltd. And apply for the 
refund of the Architectural and Security / Damage deposit.



Phase  2D -  ARCHITECTURAL GUIDELINES

6

4.4 Retaining Walls
Where retaining walls are required in the front yard or front driveway area, they are to 
be constructed using natural materials consistent with the finish of the house. 

Retaining walls will be limited to a height of 4 feet (1.2m). All retaining structures 
must be within property lines. Any retaining wall exceeding 1.2m in height MUST 
be approved by a professional engineer. Written evidence of such approval MUST be 
provided to the Architectural Coordinator.

4.5 Roof Materials
The roof material for all homes is to be premium architectural asphalt shingles such 
as IKO Cambridge 30 or a rubber product, such as Gem or Endur (pre-approved by 
the Architectural Coordinator). All roof stacks must be enclosed and/or finished to 
compliment the roof colour and exterior finish detail. Flashing must be pre-finished to 
blend with the roof. Alternative roofing materials may be approved at the discretion of 
the Architectural Coordinator.

Rainwater leaders and soffits shall match or compliment the approved trim colour.

4.6 Soffits and Fascias
Overhangs must have a minimum 12” soffit and 8” fascia is suggested on all open gables 
and 6” fascia for all other applications will be acceptable. 

Eaves trough colours are to match the fascia colour.  Pre-finished aluminum fascia is 
allowed.

4.7 Chimneys
Chimneys, if required, must be finished to match the exterior wall material. Stone 
finishes on chimney chases are highly recommended on all homes. Direct vents from 
furnace, hot water, and fireplaces are to be finished in accordance with the building code.
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 4.8 Exterior Finishes
Consistency in detailing and design from the front elevation of the home to the side 
and rear elevations is very important.  Allowable materials include stone, brick, stucco, 
vinyl siding or composite siding. Fascia boards and trim are required in complementary 
colours. All prefinished aluminum trim must have a wood grain finish.

Shadow boards or dentil mouldings are required, they must be incorporated on all 
exposed elevations. Battens around doors and windows may be pre-finished aluminum 
with a wood grain finish, painted Smart Board, or PVC with a wood grain finish. Acrylic 
smooth finish stucco battens will be accepted. 

Accent stone or brick is required on all homes and must turn the corners at least 2’-0” 
(0.60m).  On all corner lots, stone or brick must be returned to the entry of the home. 
Designers are encouraged to finish certain components of the home with all stone or all 
stucco (as specified in section 4.82) in order to add believability to the design.

4.8.1 Utility Meters & Air Conditioning Units

The visual impact of utility meters and air-conditioning units on the street and adjacent 
homes must be minimized. Air conditioning units must be located so that noise impacts 
on adjacent residents are minimized.

4.8.2 Stucco

Stucco must be applied in accordance with the Portland Cement Plaster (Stucco) 
Manual. Stucco colours are to be natural earth tones and finished with a fine sand float 
or smooth finish. Conventional knockdown stucco will not be accepted under any 
circumstance. Permissible colours will be approved at the discretion of the Architectural 
Coordinator. Stone and wood elements are encouraged as accent materials. Acrylic 
stucco and Smartboard battens will be accepted as the approved minimum for trim.

Where stucco is used as an exterior finish, horizontal control joints must be installed at 
the transition between floors to absorb shrinkage and movement of the building. These 
joints should be articulated by the use of reveals or trim boards. Vertical control joints 
should conform to the Specification Standards Manual of the Wall and Ceiling Industry.

4.8.3 Windows

Window design and placement is very important to the overall appearance of the house 
and neighbourhood. Window styles and shapes must be consistent on all four elevations. 
Narrow vertical windows should flank large picture windows.

All metal clad, wood or vinyl windows that are visible from the street or open spaces 
must have a minimum of 100mm (4”) batten boards. Shutters and/or similar window 
treatments must be used to help define the window. Window dressings, i.e. etched or 
Muntin Bars, are encouraged. Close attention should be paid to window trim on all 
exposed elevations. Decorative trim and sills are strongly encouraged.
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4.8.4 Front Doors

Front doors are encouraged to be detailed to accent the entry of the home. Designs may 
include decorative paneling, detailed glazing, sidelights, and arched details.

4.8.5 Garage Doors

The garage door must be a traditional style Carriage door with vertically proportioned 
panels. As an alternative, the Gallery Collection garage doors from Clopay doors will be 
approved.

Garage Doors are not to exceed 8 feet in height and 20 feet in width unless approved by 
the Architectural Coordinator. The distance from the top of garage door and the eave is 
not to exceed 2 feet. Homes that eceed this distance will require architectural detailing 
to reduce the amount of siding above the garage door.

Garage doors are to be painted or stained to compliment the exterior walls. Garage door 
detailing is highly recommended.
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4.8.6 Exterior Lighting

Exterior lighting should consist of a minimum of three (3) lights per house; one on either 
side of the garage doors and one on the wall by the front door or in the roof overhang at 
the front door. Lighting fixtures of the same character and level of detail as the building 
façade are encouraged. Soffit lights are also acceptable. 

4.8.7 Roof Vents, Stacks, Direct Vent Fireplaces and Flashing

Roof vents should be inconspicuous. Roof stacks must be boxed in, detailed and finished 
in conjunction with the exterior of the home.  Roof flashing must be prefinished to blend 
with the roof and match in colour.

4.8.8 Exterior Decks

Handrails on exposed exterior decks are encouraged be prefinished aluminum or metal 
construction. Rear decks that are not in highly visible areas may use wood railings.

Supporting columns for decks and porches that are visible from the front street or open 
space are to be architecturally detailed. Columns on all exposed elevations and walkout 
lots must have a minimum dimension of 300mm square (12” x 12”). The cap and base of 
the columns must be detailed and built out.

Deck designs must be shown on the drawings submitted to the architectural consultant 
and must be built at the time of construction if they are visible from the front street or 
open space.

4.8.9 Exposed Elevations

Elevations that are visible from a road, park or pathway are to have extensive detailing. 
Side elevations on corner lots are to be treated to the same extent as the front elevation. 

The rear elevations of homes backing onto open space and certain amenity lots or lots in 
highly visible locations MUST be given the same level of detail as the front elevation. 
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4.9 Colours
The Architectural Coordinator must approve all exterior colour schemes. House colour 
schemes must not be repetitious with adjacent homes. Identical colour schemes may be 
repeated on homes that have at least one lot of seperation, so long as the front elevation 
are not repeating. No pink, salmon or robin’s egg blue will be permitted. 

Approved siding colours can be found in Appendix A. All other colours will be approved 
at the discretion of the Architectural Coordinator. 

4.10 Driveways and Garages
Driveways and front walkways are to be carefully considered in conjunction with the 
architectural look and feel of the home.  Driveways and sidewalks are to be built before 
the possession of the home subject to seasonal adjustments. As a minimum, driveways 
and sidewalks are to be constructed with broom finished concrete. Decorative concrete is 
highly encouraged. 

Driveways must be built in accordance with Section 6.2.4.8 of the Land Use Bylaw (see 
Appendix B).

Garages that are flush with the house or veranda are encouraged. Garages are to be a 
minimum of 20’ in width and 22’ in depth. The garage accent material must be returned 
24” on interior lots and along the entire side wall of the garage on corner lots. It is 
encouraged that garages be set back from the front of the home to ensure that garages 
do not overtake the streetscape. This can be accomplished through the use of covered 
porches, roof overhangs with decorative columns, or recessing the garage into the house.

4.11 Repetition
House designs with near identical house elevations may not be repeated more often than 
every third (3rd) home on the same side of the street and every second (2nd) home on the 
opposite side of the street.

To be different means that there is a significant change in features such as roof type, size 
and location of windows and doors, colours and finish materials. A change of materials 
alone and reversing the plan is not sufficient.
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5. LANDSCAPING
Landscaping must be completed within 2 years of possession of the home. The minimum 
landscaping requirement will be sod for the full front yard. The developer is to supply 
two trees for each lot. At least one tree must be planted in the front yard.

Prior to landscaping the home the builder or homeowner is to confirm that the 
lot grading approval process as outlined in section 4.3.1 has been completed. No 
landscaping should take place without grade compliance. 

6. ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS
Nothing herein contained shall be construed or implied as imposing on the Developer, 
its agents or employees, any liability in the event of non-compliance with or non-
fulfillment of any of the terms, restrictions and benefits set forth herein and no liability 
or responsibility whatsoever shall be incurred by the Developer, its agents or employees, 
in the performance or non-performance of their rights and obligations herein.

6.1 Recreation and Commercial Vehicles
Recreational vehicles and commercial vehicles shall not be parked in front or on exposed 
corner of a home for any reason other than, loading and unloading. When RV’s are 
parked on site they must be parked on the side of the home and be properly screened 
from the street. Wood screen fence is an acceptable screening mechanism, but may only 
be used alongside the house. RV parking will not be permitted within any yard exposed 
to the street.

6.2 Satellite Dishes
Satellite dishes are allowed provided the dish size does not exceed twenty-four (24”) 
inches in diameter and the location of the dish is concealed to minimized visual impact.
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7. CONSTRUCTION REGULATIONS
7.1 Material and Equipment Storage

• Builders will be allowed to store their materials and equipment on site during 
construction but may not store on any other home sites.

• Items stored will have to be stored in an organized and covered manor to ensure 
site cleanliness.

• Builders must ensure that they do not trespass or disturb any other properties.

• Cleaning of paint, solvents, stains, etc will not be permitted on site.

• Concrete trucks may not clean chutes anywhere on site.

7.2 Use of Site
• Construction debris and waste must be contained on site each day and removed 

at the end of the project.

• Debris may not be burned, dumped, or buried anywhere on site at any time.

• Site damage (curbs, site furniture, sidewalks, roadways, vegetation) will be the 
charged to the builder.

• Should a site not be maintained as these guidelines document, the developer 
reserves the right to rectify any deficiencies at the cost of the builder.

7.3 Vehicles and Parking
Utility trailers, etc. may be parked on site for the time of construction only, at the risk of 
the builder.

7.4 Other Notes
• Vegetation material, top soil, or similar materials may not be dumped on site at 

any time.

• Changing oil on any equipment or vehicles is not permitted on site.

• Alcohol is prohibited at all times on site.

• Erosion control will be the responsibility of the builder during construction.

• Builders are to ensure that sites are not access except via the provided entries.
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8. APPROVAL PROCESS
8.1 Preliminary Review
To achieve the desired traditional look in The Hamptons, builders or designers may 
submit preliminary drawings or renderings to the Architectural Coordinator for initial 
comments and suggestions. Drawings may be submitted on the website or directly to the 
Architectural Coordinator by email.

8.2 Formal Application Submission
Once the initial house design is complete, the applicant may submit for review on 
archcontrol.com. Builders must ensure that all required information has been compiled 
and uploaded to their selected lot. Any submission that is missing drawings or colors will 
not be reviewed and the applicant will be contacted. The Architectural coordinator will 
ensure confirmation of compliance with these Architectural Guidelines before offering 
a stamped approval and grade slip. The approval stamp is required on all elevations and 
the site plan in order to apply to the City of Medicine Hat for a building permit. The 
Architectural Coordinator will require the following information submitted via www.
archcontrol.com

8.2.1 Required Information

• Exterior colours including trim, siding and stone. 

• Plot Plan (1:200 scale) showing the following:

 - Lot size

 - Building envelope

 - Setbacks

 - Lot coverage

 - Easement and utility rights of way

 - Property and house corner grades

• Construction Drawings (1/4”=1’; 3/16”=1’;1/8”=1’) 

Builders must ensure all customer names are removed from their drawings before 
Architectural Submission.
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8.2.2 Receiving Comments on Submissions

The builder must ensure that all required drawings are uploaded to the website 
before submittal. All drawings uploaded by the builder will be saved under “Supplied 
Drawings”. Once the Architectural Coordinator has finished reviewing the submission 
the builders will receive an e-mail stating that the application has been sent back for 
revisions (sent to the e-mail provided by the builder while the username and password 
was established). The Architectural Coordinator will have uploaded all PDF drawings 
with revisions stamps and detailed notes for required changes. These can be downloaded 
from the “Modified Drawings” section.

Builders must also review the “Notes” section. The Architectural Coordinator will 
have made all comments on the colors submissions as well as any further comments 
pertaining to the drawings. 

This process will continue until all drawings and colors have been approved by the 
Coordinator. The Grade Slip will be uploaded and an automatic email will be sent to the 
Builder noting that the application has been approved.

8.2.3 Change Request

All requests for changes following a final approval must be submitted to the Coordinator 
as a Change Request. This includes any modifications to the existing house such as box-
out additions, colour changes, material changes, grading changes etc. 

This does not include new home submissions; if the entire model of the home has 
changed, the builder will have to e-mail IBI Group requesting to delete the previous 
application. 

8.3 Turn Around
Applications will be reviewed and comments will be sent back to the builder within 3-5 
business days after first submission. Applications will be reviewed within 1-2 days after 
each following re submission. 

8.4 Schedule of Applicable Fees
Fee’s which will be applied to the process of Architectural Approvals, Change Requests 
and consultations:

• The first Architectural Approval and Pre Approval will be covered by the Developer

• Change Requests………………………………….$ 125.00  PER CHANGE 

• Secondary Architectural Approval….....………..$ 400.00

• Fee for consultation:

• Senior AT…………………………...............….....$ 170.00
• Intermediate AT……………………...........…..… $ 90.00
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8.5 Architectural & Security Deposit
A compliance deposit is required on all lots and will be paid to Lansdowne Equity 
Ventures Ltd. prior to request for plan approval and grade slip release. The deposit is to 
be paid in accordance with the terms of the purchase and sale agreement. No interest 
will be paid on these deposits. This deposit may also be used to repair any damages that 
happen to the lot during construction of the home.  

In order to receive a refund of the security deposit the following steps are required:

1. A final inspection for adherence to the approved elevations and colors by 
Landsdowne Equity Ventures Ltd. must be complete

2. Grading is compliant as per section 4.3.1 

3. Landscaping of the home, including the driveway and sidewalk leading up to the 
entryway of the home has been completed within 2 years of homeowner possession 

The deposit will be held until steps 1-3 have been completed of the said house. 

Refund for Architectural and Security Deposit will be forfeited if driveway and front 
landscaping is not completed within 2 years of home possession. 
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9. BREACH OF GUIDELINES
In the event of any breach of one or more of the above guidelines, terms and specifications, 
the Developer or its agent shall have the right, but shall not be obligated, to enter upon any 
lot and abate and cure, at the expense of the homeowner of the lot who is in such breach, any 
such breach capable of abatement or cure and such homeowner shall pay to the Developer 
forthwith upon demand all costs incurred by the Developer in such abatement or cure. 
Such costs shall constitute a charge upon such homeowner’s lot and may be collected by the 
Developer in a court of competent jurisdiction or deducted from the security deposit at the 
Developer’s discretion.

10. DISCRETION
Notwithstanding anything else set out in these guidelines, the Developer, Lansdowne 
Equity Ventures Ltd. and IBI Group’s Architectural Coordinator’s may apply their 
respective judgements when considering and approving anything regulated or controlled 
by these guidelines. In so doing, the Developer and the Architectural Coordinator may 
provide waivers of or relaxations to any matter set out in these guidelines in their sole 
and absolute unfettered discretion.

The Developer and the Architectural Coordinator reserve the right to accept home 
designs which, in the opinion of the Architectural Coordinator, meet the Guidelines set 
out herein in all respects. Furthermore, the Developer and the Architectural Coordinator 
reserve the right to alter or make amendments to the Architectural Guidelines at any 
time without notice.

10.1 No Right to Enforce
Only the Developer may enforce the guidelines. No purchaser of a lot in The Hamptons 
may enforce these guidelines.

10.2 Right to Amend
The Developer may from time to time amend these guidelines as it sees fit in its sole and 
absolute unfettered discretion.

10.3 No Trespassing
No person shall infringe upon, excavate on, destroy, paint, fill in, cut, remove or tamper 
with any lot in the Hamptons of Medicine Hat that is not their own. If done so the 
Developer has full right to take legal action for relief of any violation. 
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11. CONTACT INFORMATION
Architectural Coordinator 
 IBI Group
 Suite 500
 611 Meredith Road NE
 Calgary, Alberta T2E 2W5
 Tel: 403.270.5600
 Fax: 403.270.5610

Engineering Consultant
Scheffer Andrew Ltd.
Unit 102, 505 – 1st Street SE
Medicine Hat, Alberta, T1A 0A9
Tel: 403.526.3434

Developer 
Lansdowne Equity Ventures, Ltd.
Suite 350, 295 Midpark Way, SE
Calgary, AB T2X 2A8
Tel: 403.254.6440
Fax: 403.254.6362
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APPENDIX A

APPROVED SIDING COLOURS
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James Hardie – ColorPlus

• Autumn Tan

• Khaki Brown

• Woodstock Brown

• Monterey Taupe

• Timber Bark

• Mountain Sage

• Boothbay Blue

• Evening Blue

• Chestnut Brown

• Traditional Red

• Countrylane Red

• Iron Grey

• Tuscan Gold

• Heather Moss

• Pearl Gray

• Gray Slate

• Deep Ocean

• Rish Espresso

• Aged Pewter

• Night Gray

Mitten – Sentry (ACT)

• Amber

• Richmond Red 

• Grenadier Green

• Khaki Brown

• Annapolis Blue

• Aviator Green

• Chestnut Brown

• Eggplant

• Coffe Bean

• Olive Green

• Muskoka Green

• Rockaway Grey

• Caribou Brown

• Rain Forest

• Spring Moss

• Sahara Brown

• Venetian Gold

• Arizona Tan

• Burnt Orange

Royal – Colorscapes

• Charcoal Grey

• Chesapeake Green

• Heritage Blue

• Hampton Blue 

• Rustic Red

• Natural Cedar

• Olivewood

• Walnut 

• Granite

• Shamrock

• Ironstone

• Wedgewood

• Midnight surf 

• Cocoa

• Redwood

Gentek - Sequoia

• Venetian Red 

• Dark Drift 

• Saddle Brown

• Espresso

• Mountain Arbor

• Moonlit Moss

• Coastal Blue

• Midnight Surf

• Windswept smoke

• Iron Ore

Kaycan – DaVinci

• Pecan

• Mahogany

• Colonial Red

• Brick

• Evergreen

• Cabot Brown

• Cabot Blue

• Cabot Red

• Castlemore

• Ivy Green

Approved Primary Siding Colours
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Approved Secondary Siding Colours

 Gentek - Concord

• Dover Gray

• Sage

• Juniper Grove

• Storm

• Pebble Kaki

• Canyon Clay

• Wicker Cafe

Mitten – Oregon Pride 

• Stratus

• Sage

• Brownstone

• Flagstone

• Cypress

• Heatherstone

Royal – Crest 

• Cypress

• Heather

• Wicker

• Clay

• Flagstone  

• Harvard Slate

• Pebble Clay

• Estate Gray

• Brownstone

Waterford – Select 

• Umber

• Evergreen

• Charcoal

• Pecan

• Khaki

• Clay

• Slate

• Brick

• Cobalt

Kaycan - Timberlake 

• Clay

• Sage

• Prestige Beige

• Flagstone

• Khaki

• Stonecrest
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APPENDIX B

LAND USE BYLAW
(Taken from The City of Medicine Hat Land Use Bylaw #4168)
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PART 6  
RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 42 

 

6.1 GENERAL RULES FOR RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 

6.1.1 GARAGES AND SHEDS 
(i) The Development Regulations for Garages and Sheds is as follows: 

DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS GARAGE SHED 

Maximum Building Height 5.0 m 3.7 m 

Interior Side Setback and Rear 
Setback 

0.6 m with no roof projection 
closer than 0.45 m 

0.0 m 

Exterior Side Setback 3.0 m 3.0 m 

Maximum GFA 85 m2 10 m2 

(ii) Notwithstanding (i), where there is Motor Vehicle access directly into the 
Garage from an Alley the minimum Rear Setback must be 1.5 m; 

(iii) A Garage or Shed must not be located in a Front or Exterior Side Yard.  

(iv) The maximum combined Site Coverage for all Garages and Sheds on a 
Site is 15%. 

(v) A Garage must not be used as a Backyard Suite or for a Home 
Occupation unless that use is specifically allowed by a provision of this 
Bylaw or a Development Permit. 

(vi) A Garage or Shed must be finished in materials that are characteristic of 
a residential District. 

6.1.2 FENCES AND RETAINING WALLS 
(i) The height of a fence above grade at any point along a fence line, 

including the height of any retaining wall above which the fence is a 
vertical extension from grade, must not exceed: 

(1) 1.2 m if the fence is located within a Front Yard; and, 

(2) 2.0 m in all other cases. 

(ii) Notwithstanding (i), a fence or retaining wall must allow for a clear sight 
line through the whole of the Corner Visibility Triangle at all vertical 
elevations above 0.9 m. 

                                                           
42 Amended by Bylaw 4273 – July 7, 2015 



CITY OF MEDICINE HAT LAND USE BYLAW #4168  47 | P a g e  

6.1.3 DECKS 
(i) The minimum Setback for a Deck is as follows: 

STRUCTURE FRONT 
SETBACK 

REAR 
SETBACK 

EXTERIOR 
SIDE 
SETBACK 

INTERIOR 
SIDE 
SETBACK 

Deck (uncovered 
or covered) 

2.4 m 3.0 m 2.4 m 1.2 m 

Deck (enclosed) 4.0 m 6.0 m 4.0 m 1.2 m 

(ii) Notwithstanding (i), stairs accessing a Deck may be located within a Front 
Setback, Exterior Side Setback, or Rear Setback but must not be located 
within an Interior Side Setback. 

6.1.4 SWIMMING POOLS AND HOT TUBS 
(i) A swimming pool or hot tub must: 

(1) not be located in a Front Yard or Exterior Side Yard; 

(2) have a minimum Exterior Side Setback of 3.0 m; 

(3) have a minimum Interior Side Setback and Rear Setback of 1.2 m; 
and, 

(4) discharge water only into the municipal sanitary sewer system 
unless the Development Authority has approved in writing an 
alternative method of discharging water. 

(ii) Where a swimming pool is located within 50 m of the top or bottom of a 
coulee, escarpment or any other geophysical risk lands the swimming 
pool must have a double lining or other forms of secondary containment 
to the satisfaction of the Development Authority. 

6.1.5 MINOR RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES OR EQUIPMENT 
(i) Minor residential structures or equipment associated with a residential 

use including air conditioners, pool pumps or filters, fire pits, solar panels, 
satellite dishes, children’s play structures, trampolines, and pet animal 
enclosures must not be located in a Front Yard or Exterior Side Yard 
unless they are screened by Landscaping or fencing to the satisfaction of 
the Development Authority. 

6.1.6 HOME OCCUPATIONS 
(i) A Home Occupation Development Permit may be for a Home Occupation, 

Minor or for a Home Occupation, Major and may be issued only in respect 
of a Dwelling. 

(ii) A Home Occupation: 
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(1) must not conflict with or alter the residential character of the area 
of the District in which it is located; 

(2) must be carried on in a manner that is incidental and subordinate 
to the Principal Use of the Development as a Dwelling, and, 

(3) must not create a risk of harm to the health or safety of any 
person or a risk of adverse impact on nearby Sites including 
without limitation: excessive noise, on-street parking congestion, 
and Vehicle traffic above the norms for a residential area. 

(iii) Without limiting the generality of section 6.1.6(ii): 

(1) not more than two Home Occupations may be carried on in a 
Dwelling, of which not more than one may be a Home Occupation, 
Major; 

(2) all aspects of a Home Occupation, including storage of any 
materials, tools, products or equipment associated with the Home 
Occupation, must be carried on inside a Dwelling, a Garage, or a 
Shed; and, 

(3) retail sales of any goods is prohibited, unless it is incidental and 
related to the service provided by the Home Occupation. 

6.1.7 SHOW HOMES 
(i) A Dwelling may be used as a show home provided that all municipal 

infrastructure required for servicing the Development has received 
Construction Completion Certificates, a Development Permit has been 
issued for the Dwelling, and the Building has received occupancy. 

6.1.8 PROHIBITED OR RESTRICTED OBJECTS 
(i) No part of any Site may be used to store a Dilapidated Vehicle unless it is 

located inside of an enclosed Building. 

(ii) No part of any Site may be used to store a Large Vehicle except while 
actively engaged in loading or unloading. 

(iii) The following objects or structures are prohibited in residential Districts: 

(1) barb wire or electrical fencing; 

(2) a seacan or other form of shipping container; 

(3) the keeping of Livestock, unless otherwise permitted or licensed 
under another City Bylaw; 

(4) signage unless specifically allowed by Schedule D; and, 

(5) any object which, in the opinion of a Development Authority, may 
pose a health or safety risk to the neighbourhood. 
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6.2 LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT (R-LD) 

6.2.1 PURPOSE 
To allow for the Development of new residential areas with low density built 
forms while allowing densification in established neighbourhoods in the form of 
Duplexes, Secondary Suites, and Backyard Suites. 

6.2.2 PERMITTED USES 
(i) Duplex 

(ii) Single Detached House 

6.2.3 DISCRETIONARY USES 
(i) Backyard Suite 

(ii) Cluster Housing 

(iii) Garages 

(iv) Home Occupations 

(v) Secondary Suite 

6.2.4 DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 

6.2.4.1 SITE WIDTH AND SITE AREA 
(i) Unless otherwise referenced in subsections (ii) or (iii), the minimum Site 

Width and Site Area is as follows: 

LAND USE SITE WIDTH SITE AREA 

Duplex 7.6 m (per Dwelling) 250 m2 (per Dwelling) 

Single Detached House 10.0 m 325 m2 

Single Detached House and 
a Secondary Suite 

12.2 m 400 m2 

Single Detached House and 
a Backyard Suite 

15.2 m 500 m2 

Cluster Housing no minimum 1.5 ha 

(ii) Notwithstanding (i), the minimum Site Width for a Single Detached House 
that contains a front attached triple garage is 14.0 m. 

(iii) Notwithstanding (i) or (ii), on a corner Site the minimum Site Width is 
increased by 2.8 m and the minimum Site Area is increased by 90 m2. 
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6.2.4.2 SITE COVERAGE 

The maximum Site Coverage is 45%. 

6.2.4.3 DENSITY 
(i) A Site containing a Duplex must not contain a Secondary Suite or a 

Backyard Suite. 

(ii) A maximum of one Secondary Suite or Backyard Suite is allowed on a 
Site. 

(iii) The density of a Site containing Cluster Housing must be between 10 and 
25 UPH.  

6.2.4.4 DEVELOPMENT SETBACKS 
(i) Unless otherwise referenced in subsections (ii), (iii) or (iv), the minimum 

Setbacks are as follows:   

LAND USE 
FRONT 
SETBACK 

EXTERIOR 
SIDE SETBACK 

INTERIOR SIDE 
SETBACK 

REAR 
SETBACK 

Single Detached 
House 4.0 m 4.0 m 1.3 m 6.0 m 

Duplex 4.0 m 4.0 m 1.3 m 6.0 m 

Cluster Housing 6.0 m 6.0 m 6.0 m 6.0 m 

(ii) Notwithstanding subsection (i), for a Site containing a Duplex, there is no 
requirement for an Interior Side Setback from a party wall. 

(iii) Notwithstanding subsection (i), the minimum Front Setback or Exterior 
Side Setback for an attached garage is 6.0  

(iv) Notwithstanding subsection (i), where Cluster Housing is externally 
oriented to a road, the minimum Front Setback is reduced to 4.0m. 

6.2.4.5 BUILDING HEIGHT 
(i) The maximum Building Height is: 

(1) 7 m for a Backyard Suite; and, 

(2) 10 m for Cluster Housing, a Duplex or Single Detached House. 

6.2.4.6 DESIGN, CHARACTER AND APPEARANCE OF BUILDINGS 
(i) The façade width of a front attached garage must not exceed 10 m. 

(ii) A Single Detached House, Cluster Housing, Duplex, or Backyard Suite 
may be manufactured off-site provided that: 

(1) the hitch is removed upon placement on the Site; 
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(2) the Building is placed on a full perimeter foundation or longitudinal 
floor beam with skirting system; and, 

(3) the Building has a roof pitch and exterior finishing materials that 
are consistent with Dwellings in the immediate area. 

6.2.4.7 LANDSCAPING 
(i) All yards that are visible from a road, except for portions of the yard that 

are covered by a Driveway, must be Landscaped. 

(ii) Where Cluster Housing is internally oriented, the entire perimeter of the 
Site must contain Screening to the satisfaction of the Development 
Authority, either as: 

(1) a 6.0 m Landscaping buffer; or, 

(2) a uniform community fence. 

(iii) A minimum of one tree per Dwelling must be planted within the Front 
Yard, Exterior Side Yard, or adjacent Boulevard. At the discretion of the 
Development Authority several shrubs may be planted in lieu of a tree. 

(iv) All Landscaping must be completed within two years of occupancy of the 
Development. 

6.2.4.8 DRIVEWAYS 
(i) Driveways must not connect to an Arterial Road or Collector Road unless:  

(1) in the opinion of the Development Authority, there is no practical 
alternative of Motor Vehicle access to the Site; or, 

(2) Driveways connecting to a Collector Road are planned and 
identified within an Area Structure Plan. 

(ii) A maximum of one Driveway per Site is allowed to connect to a road, 
except on a Site containing Cluster Housing in which case all Driveways 
must only connect to an Internal Private Roadway. 

(iii) A Driveway that connects to a road must: 

(1) be surfaced with concrete, pavers, or asphalt within two years of 
occupancy of the Development; 

(2) not exceed 2/3 of the Site Width or 10 m, whichever is less; 

(3) not conflict with municipal infrastructure or Boulevard trees within 
the road right-of-way; 

(4) be Setback from an intersection of two roads a combined distance 
of the corner curb radius plus 2.0 m measured from the edge of 
the Driveway to the curbface of the parallel road; and, 

(5) be Setback 1.5 m from an Alley. 

(iv) A maximum of one Internal Private Roadway per Cluster Housing 
Development is allowed to connect to a road unless, in the opinion of the 
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Development Authority, additional connections are warranted based on 
the following criteria: 

(1) the density of the Site; 

(2) Site design constraints; 

(3) emergency Vehicle access; and, 

(4) traffic volume. 

6.2.4.9 RECREATIONAL VEHICLES, BOATS, AND TRAILERS 
(i) A maximum of two RVs, boats, or utility trailers are allowed on a Site, but 

only one may be stored within the Front Yard or Exterior Side Yard 
provided it is on a Driveway. 

(ii) An RV, boat, or utility trailer must not: 

(1) occupy or obstruct access to any required Off-Street Parking; 

(2) be used for sleeping, food preparation or personal hygiene while 
parked or stored on a Site; 

(3) be located closer than 0.5 m from the Back of Sidewalk, and if 
there is no sidewalk, no closer than 1 m from the edge of the 
paved surface of the abutting road; or, 

(4) be parked or stored within any Corner Visibility Triangle. 

6.2.4.10 SECONDARY SUITES 
(i) A Secondary Suite must: 

(1) have an entrance to the exterior that is separate from the entrance 
for the Principal Dwelling; or, 

(2) share an entrance to a common interior landing with the Principal 
Dwelling.  

(ii) A Secondary Suite must not contain more than two bedrooms. 

(iii) A Secondary Suite must not be subject to separation from the Single 
Detached House through a condominium conversion or subdivision. 

6.2.4.11 BACKYARD SUITES 
(i) A Backyard Suite must: 

(1) only be located on a Site where there is access to an Alley; 

(2) have Off-Street Parking allotted to the Backyard Suite that is 
accessed from an Alley; 

(3) be located within a Rear Yard; 

(4) have exterior finishing materials that are consistent with the Single 
Detached House; and, 
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(5) not be subject to separation from the Single Detached House 
through a condominium conversion or subdivision. 

(ii) A Backyard Suite must not exceed 65 m2 in GFA, excluding the floor area 
of a Deck or stairway. 

(iii) The maximum Site Coverage of a Backyard Suite is 15%. 

(iv) The minimum Setbacks of the District apply to the Backyard Suite, except 
the minimum Rear Setback is 1.5 m. 

(v) A Backyard Suite must not contain more than two bedrooms. 

6.2.4.12 DEVELOPMENT IN ESTABLISHED NEIGHBOURHOODS 
(i) Notwithstanding any other provision of section 6.2, in order to minimize 

the impact of new Development in an established neighbourhood: 

(1) the Front Setback must be within 1 m of the average of the actual 
Front Setback of the adjacent Sites on each side of the Site; 

(2) the primary entrance to a Dwelling must face the same direction 
as the majority of other Dwellings on the block face; and, 

(3) no new Driveways accessing a road will be allowed unless more 
than 60% of the Dwellings on the block face already have one. 

(ii) Notwithstanding subsection (i)(3), an existing Driveway may be repaired 
or replaced but must not be expanded. 

(iii) Notwithstanding subsection (i)(3), no trees located within a Boulevard 
may be removed to accommodate a new Driveway or Off-Street Parking. 

  


